Ernie Grimo can be considered the Johnny
Appleseed of the Ontario nut growing industry
Founding president of the Society of Ontario Nut Growers (SONG) in 1972 and
current president of the organization, Grimo has the same passion to improve
and promote nut growing as the mythical apple propagator in colonial America.
The 80-year-old retired elementary school teacher always had an
interest in plants and flowers that
produce edible seed.
“It was a passion that drove me
on,” he said.
As a teacher for 35 years, he
inculcated the value of plants and
how to nuture seeds into multi-faceted uses to his students.
His enthusiasm was often
infectious among generations of
students. Grimo fondly recalls one
student who grafted a tree for her
family which many years later became a treasured table top after its
lifetime.
Over the years he has donated
about 10,000 trees from his classroom projects and today “see my
trees all over area schools.”
Grimo also practised what he
preached.
When he got married, Grimo
built a house landscaped with
about 100 nut and fruit trees. Tree
nuts are a form of edible landscap-
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